
Conco’s leak detection division has been receiving high
praise from our customers, and we are pleased to present a
sample of their comments.  The first is an email received
from Vicki Neels, Chemistry Manager of Exelon’s Quad Cities
Generating Station.   Quad Cities is an 1,824MW BWR
nuclear power station located just four miles north of
Cordova, Illinois.

One of Quad Cities performance indicators is the amount
of noble effluents (radioactivity released to the environ-
ment) present in the off-gas flow leaving the main chimney.
During a recent weekend downpower, Conco leak detection
crews performed an air ingress leak detection survey which
located the source of a significant off-gas inleakage on Unit
1. Subsequent repairs to correct the leak reduced the off-gas
flow rate from approximately 75 scfm to approximately 21
scfm according to Ms. Neels.  

Regarding unit improvement following repairs, Vicki
writes “the overall result is expected to reduce the noble
gas effluents substantially in the future.  As a result, in 2009
it is possible to achieve second quartile performance goals,
which would be a first for Quad Cities Station… For the sta-
tion to be in a position to achieve this is a tremendous
accomplishment, and we wanted to thank everyone at
Conco involved in this effort!”

Another email received by one of our customers was
from Albert De Freitas, O&M Engineer at the PowerGen PoS
plant in Port of Spain, Trinidad, regarding a condenser tube
leak.  Mr. De Freitas reported that their boiler chloride con-
tent spiked from 30ppm NaCI to a high of 46ppm NaCl. 

Conco performed a condenser tube leak inspection at the
plant, locating sources of circulating water inleakage.  After
repairs were made, chloride content levels were re-meas-
ured showing they fell to 8ppm NACI.  Before and after col-

umn condensate conductivity indicators read 0.53 Dionic
Units (D/U) and 0.40 Dionic Units (D/U) respectively. 

Albert writes “your crew completed the job on Unit 2
condenser yesterday afternoon, and the results show that
the ingress of chlorides into the boiler has stopped.  I wish
to commend them on their effort and express my deepest
appreciation for a job well done.” 

All of us at Conco appreciated reading letters and emails
from our customers with reports of quality service provided
by our crews in the field.  Please keep them coming! 
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Did you know that Conco’s Leak
Detection Division, which pioneered the
use of tracer gas for air inleakage and
condenser tube leakage inspections more
than 30 years ago, is headed by a senior
staff averaging about 20 years experience
each?  The Division has performed well
over 20,000 condenser air inleakage and
condenser tube leakage inspections in the
United States alone. They have also 
performed leak detection inspections in
Australia, Chile, Brazil, Japan, Korea,
Canada, Wales, Scotland, Poland,
Germany, France, India, Trinidad-Tobago,
Puerto Rico, Mexico, Dominican Republic
and England.

The Division is the world’s leading 
supplier of both SF6 (world exclusive) and
Helium tracer gas leak detection services.

In addition to those services, the Leak
Detection Division manufactures the
FluorotracerTM Analyzer, which utilizes 
SF6 as the tracer gas.  The Division can 
provide complete Fluorotracer and
Helium Leak Detection Systems to 
generating stations throughout the 
world along with the requisite training 
to guarantee a successful in-house leak
detection program.

Corporate and Division management
personnel have extensive backgrounds
involving the technical, as well as practical,
aspects of leak detection in the power
generation industry.  Division director
Anthony La Porte, for example, has suc-
cessfully completed training and testing
in radiation worker practices at various
nuclear facilities throughout the United

States.  He is past Chairman of the
Personnel Qualification Committee for
the Leak Testing Division of the American
Society for Nondestructive Testing (ASNT)
and is an active member of the American
Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME).
Mr. La Porte served on an Electrical Power
Research Institute (EPRI) task force for the
development of guidelines for condenser
inleakage at generating stations resulting
in EPRI Final Report – January, TR112819,
Condenser In-Leakage Guideline.  He is
the author of “The Practical Application
of SF6 and Helium for Condenser Tube
and Air Inleakage Detection.”  

All this adds up to the fact that
Conco’s Leak Detection Division is,
“Absolutely the Best.” 

Conco’s Leak Detection Division, from left,
Anthony La Porte, Division Director (30 years),
Harold King, Sr. Crew Chief (20 years), Walter
Schlaile, Crew Chief (2 years), Andy Leavitt, Sr.
Crew Chief (25 years), Joel Portillo, Crew Chief (10
years), Wayne Holt, Sr. Crew Chief (28 years).

� Energy Generation
Conference
Bismarck, ND
January 27-29

� EPRI Heat Rate
Improvement Conference
Albuquerque, NM
February 3-5

� Cooling Technology
Institute Conference
San Antonio, Texas
February 8-12, 2009

Introducing Conco’s “Chiefs” of Detection 

Conco technician conducts condenser tube leak inspection.

Quad Cities Generating Station,
Cordova, Illinois.

PowerGen Power Plant, Port of Spain, Trinidad.

A Quad Cities First and Trouble in Trinidad; 
Customer Kudos for Conco Leak Detection 
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2008 was a record year for Conco tube cleaners
being manufactured and shipped, breaking our pre-
vious record set in 2004.   The record includes those
C2S, C3S, C4S, C2X, C3X and Stainless Brush cleaners
shipped to domestic and international customers, in
addition to the cleaners used by our own Conco
crews in the field. 

Durable, fast and effective, Conco metal-bladed
tube cleaners are spring-loaded, configured to meet
any customer’s tube specifications and can be used
over and over again.  Their heads are color-coded 

to distinguish size and specially designed to control
cleaner travel and speed.  Whether the task is to
remove hard deposits, all types of obstructions, 
corrosion, or pitting by-products, there is a Conco
Tube Cleaner that will do the job!

We thank our many employees who made 
the new record possible, from Engineering to
Manufacturing to Shipping and to our Technicians
in the field, as well as our Customers who place
their confidence in Conco products and services.    

This is Conco
� Established in 1923

� Recognized worldwide 
for “Absolutely the Best” 
• Condenser Tube Cleaners
• Tube Cleaning Services
• Air Cooled Condenser Cleaning
• Tracer Gas Leak Detection
• Eddy Current Testing
• Support Services

� Manufacturer of a wide variety of
state-of-the-art equipment that includes
tube cleaners, tube cleaning systems,
hydrodrills, air-cooled condenser 
cleaning services and testing instruments
engineered to keep you productive 
and efficient

� Headquartered in the United States,
with offices and representatives 
throughout the world:

WORLD HEADQUARTERS

CONCO SYSTEMS, INC.
530 Jones Street
Verona, PA 15147 
USA
Toll Free: 1-800-345-3476
Tel: 412-828-1166
Fax: 412-826-8255
Email: info@concosystems.com
www.concosystems.com

EUROPE

CONCO SYSTEMS SPRL
Rue Rivelaine 42/3
B-1428 Lillois
Belgium
Tel +32.2.386.46.86
Fax +32.2.386.46.89
Email: infoeurope@concosystems.com 

AUSTRALIA and SOUTHEAST ASIA

CONCO SYSTEMS PTY LTD
PO Box 594
Raymond Terrace
NSW 2324
Australia
+61 2 4987.7200
Fax: +61 2 4987. 7266
Email: sales@concosystems.com.au 

1-2% Heat Rate
Improvement Following
Condenser Tube Cleaning

Conco Systems was represented at four major conferences
recently, with exhibit booths at Power Plant Summit 2008 in
New Delhi, India, PowerGen Asia in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,
Process CEM Asia in Singapore and PowerGen International 
in Orlando, Florida.

POWER PLANT SUMMIT 2008 serves as a platform 
for Indian government leaders to announce targets and 
plans for the power generation market.  The latest ideas 
and developments involving the power industry are 
discussed in conference sessions.  The attendees visited the
booths of the many international companies.

POWERGEN ASIA is considered the region’s most important event
for the power generation and transmission and distribution
industries.  The increase in demand for electricity in Malaysia is
forecast at 7.8% per year to reach over 20,000 MW in 2010.
Malaysia is part of the ASEAN region undergoing extraordinary
growth in the demand for power and energy, with over US$50
billion estimated investment required to meet current demands.

PROCESS CEM ASIA is the first international exhibition and 
conference for the process industry in the areas of plant 
construction, engineering and maintenance.  Held in Singapore,
the region’s chemical hub, the event was organized by the
Association of Process Industry (ASPRI) as an initiative to help
the process industry ride on the tremendous growth being
experienced in the global arena.

POWERGEN INTERNATIONAL is an annual conference and 
exhibition designed to share practical experiences, knowledge
and ideas on the latest power industry trends and challenges.
More than 17,000 industry professional from 76 countries
attended this 20th anniversary staging of the event, held this
year in Orlando, Florida at the Orange County Convention
Center.  In addition to the many conference sessions, attendees
could visit more than 1,200 company exhibits on the world’s
largest industry exhibit floor.

Conco at Power Plant
Summit 2008.

Conco technician “shooting” condenser tubes.

New Record set for Conco cleaners   

“We are all fired up about
efficient energy” says a
brochure from the E.ON Zolling
power plant, located northeast
of Munich, Germany.   Zolling is
serious about this statement and
has partnered with Conco
Systems to increase performance
of their power plant utilizing
exclusive tube cleaning technol-
ogy and services developed 
by Conco.

Zolling is a modern 
coal fired power plant online
since 1986 with a net output
capacity of 449 MW and is
equipped with state-of-the-art
environmental protection 
technology including firing 
lignite, flue gas purification 
and dewatered sewage 
sludge systems.

E.ON selected Conco Systems
based on its extensive experi-
ence in the power generation
industry and reputation for 
condenser cleaning innovation.
Conco Systems’ history in
mechanical heat exchanger
cleaning dates back to 1923,
and is the world leader in
offline mechanical heat
exchanger tube cleaning 
services. The condenser cleaning
services were provided by the

European office of Conco, 
located in Brussels, Belgium.
Conco provides worldwide heat
exchanger services through
offices in Europe, North America,
South America, Asia and
Australia. 

Starting on 15 September
2008, Conco technicians 
commenced the cleaning of the
40,000 brass tubes at the Zolling
plant.  Access to the tubes was
available through four water
boxes.  Utilizing safe 20-25 bar
water pressure, the Conco crew
propelled Conco brand tube
cleaners through the tubes
removing accumulated tube
fouling.  Cleaning operation 
on the condenser tubes as well
as additional heat exchangers
onsite was completed in less
than seven days.  

Zolling performance engineers
report a 1 - 2 % improvement in
unit heat rate as a result of
using the Conco technology.  
A 2% improvement in heat rate
can mean a savings on coal 
consumption alone of over
€1,000,000 annually for a 
typical 500 mw unit.  Additional
benefits include reduced carbon
emissions and increased
megawatt output for Zolling.

These C4S tube cleaners are among
the many varieties and configurations
of  metal-bladed tube cleaners
designed to tackle even the most 
difficult types of deposits.

Conco at
PowerGen Asia.

Conco Exhibits at Major Conferences

Conco at Process CEM Asia.

Conco at PowerGen International.     

Conco WINTER_7 Newsletter 09:Gasser Newsletter_SPRING 06  1/8/09  8:56 PM  Page 2



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


